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“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of
one body, you were called to peace. And be thankful.” Colossians 3:15

FROM THE  Happy New Year!

As the calendar turns to a new year, we are reminded of the God who
makes all things new. New Year’s Day brings up a sense of urgency for some
— what will my goals be? What am | doing with my life? For others, the day
can make us feel a little older, a little more fragile, and a little wearier.

PASTOR We worship a God of grace and love who is active in our lives and the
world. God’s Spirit is renewing and reweaving the nature of the world, slowly and
carefully bringing the kingdom to its fruition. 2nd Corinthians 5:17 tells us “if anyone is in
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; look, new things have
come into being!” As we enter a new year, remember that through the grace of Christ,
you have been made new. The Holy Spirit is at work in you, in me, and in our church,
helping us to grow in love and service to all God’s beloved people.

Each New Year, the founder of Methodism — John Wesley — hosted a Covenant
Renewal service with his brothers and sisters in Christ. The goal was to worship, pray,
and renew our covenant with God in response to the grace of God given to us through
Christ. That service included this prayer. | invite you to pray this prayer in the first few
days of the New Year. Remember that in Christ, you are a new creation. Offer yourself,
your time, and your energy to God. May God guide and bless us in the year ahead.



A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition
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Pastor Kevin
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Ushers for January
Dana Davis and Mike Martin
Would you like to serve in Worship as an usher? See David Aberg!

Worship Assistants for January
January 11 — Jill Gunderson
January 18 — Dani Muckleroy
January 25 — Susan McCord
Would you like to serve in Worship as a Worship Assistant? See Jo.
Would you like to serve Communion on the flrst Sunday of the month? See Jo.




-+ . Wednesday Evening Activities Begin January 14"
WEDNESDAY Everyone is invited to join our church family for our Wednesday

e el evening activities. Bible study will be led by Pastor Kevin at 6:15 PM.
There is a fellowship dinner each Wednesday with Bible Study following the dinner.
Please join us for fellowship, prayer, study and singing! See the winter/spring dates
and schedule below:

Schedule:
5:30 PM — Fellowship Dinner (donations are welcome; proceeds go to the
sponsoring Ministry Team or designated fund)
6:15 PM — Pastor’s Bible Study
7:00 PM — Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Winter/Spring Dates:
January 14 (TBD), 21, 28 (Pancakes)
February 4, 11, 25
(February 18 is Ash Wednesday; there will be a soup supper and an Ash
Wednesday service but no other Wednesday activities, except choir rehearsal.)
March 4, 18, 25 (There will be no Wednesday activities on March 11 because
it is Red Oak ISD’s Spring Break. Choir will have rehearsal.)
April 2, 9, 23, 30 (There will be NO Wednesday activities on April 1 because of
Holy Week services preparation.)
May 7 (Last date for Wednesday activities until fall)

i Would your Ministry Team/Committee like to sponsor a Wednesday night
i FeIIowshlp Dinner? Please sign up on the sheet in the foyer. There are many
i open dates!

fN OD’S WORD




Saturday, January 10

Sunday, January 11

Tuesday, January 13
Wednesday, January 14
Thursday, January 15

Saturday, January 17

Sunday, January 18
Human Relations
Special Offering

Monday, January 19
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Observance

Wednesday, January 21
Thursday, January 22
Saturday, January 24

Sunday, January 25

Wednesday, January 28
Thursday, January 29
Saturday, January 31

NOTE: FREE Tutoring for K-12 grade students is available at the church on Tuesday

JANUARY CALENDAR

- UMM breakfast and meeting, 8:00 AM
- Sunshine Class, 9:00 AM (p. 10)

- Enrichment Class, 9:30/9:45 AM (p. 10)

- Children’s & Youth Sunday School, 9:45 AM

- Worship Service, 11:00

- Worship Service live-streamed at www.fumcro.org, 11:00 AM
- Churchwide Baby Shower for Emma Sanden, 1:30 PM

- Youth Fellowship, 5:30 PM

- OHM Meeting, 6:00 PM
- Wednesday Night Activities (p. 3)

- Zoom Prayer Group, 6:15 PM (see p. 18 for Zoom invitation)
- UWF Friendship Circle, 7:00 PM (p. 11)

- Sunshine Class, 9:00 AM (p.10)
- Prayer Shawl Meeting, 10:00 AM

- Enrichment Class, 9:30/9:45 AM (p. 10)

- Children’s & Youth Sunday School, 9:45 AM

- Worship Service, 11:00

- Worship Service live-streamed at www.fumcro.org, 11:00 AM
- Youth Fellowship, 5:30 PM

- Church Offices Closed

- Wednesday Night Activities (p. 3)
- Zoom Prayer Group, 6:15 PM (see p. 18 for Zoom invitation)

- Sunshine Class, 9:00 AM (p.10)
- Scout Pinewood Derby

- Enrichment Class, 9:30/9:45 AM (p. 10)

- Children’s Sunday School, 9:45 AM

- Worship Service, 11:00

- Worship Service live-streamed at www.fumcro.org, 11:00 AM
- Youth Fellowship, 5:30 PM

- Wednesday Night Activities (Pancakes) (p. 3)
- Zoom Prayer Group, 6:15 PM (see p. 18 for Zoom invitation)
- Sunshine Class, 9:00 AM (p. 10)

and Thursday afternoons from 4:30 — 6:30 PM.
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BIRTHDAYS of FUMCRO MEMBERS!

If your birthday is not listed, please call (972-617-9100) or email
(firstumcredoak@gmail.com) the church office so that we can update our list; we
don’t want to miss anyone! To celebrate their SPECIAL day, make a phone call, or

send a text or card!

gi— & Belated U
v; Birthday @J H y
(2> Wishes BIRTHDAYS
January
1 Les Mitchell 16 Melody Durazo
3 Jan Parker 20 Lynne Grandstaff
6 Dean Doty 22 Hugh Taylor Grandstaff
6 Oma Mitchell
Looking Ahead
N
BIRTHDAYS

1 Kyler Keene 10 Bill Belote

4 Becky Monnette 17 Tommy Ransom

6 Jessica Whitfill 28 Carol Haffey

7 Ron Briden

TG T TR TR T



Notes from Larry McCord, Minister of Music
Ring in the New!!!

“Behold, I make all things new.”
Revelation 21:5

We often hear the phrase, “Ring in the New Year”
and pictured above is one example of the Joya-no-Kane (New Year's Eve Bell) which is
rung at midnight on New Year’'s Eve at temples throughout Japan. Personally, | would
prefer this to the annoying fireworks we often hear in the U. S.....but that's another
discussion for a different time.

Were we to adopt this custom in the United States and ring church bells at
midnight, this could serve as a reminder of an important spiritual principle...only God
can make something new. The creation stories in Genesis and John’s statements in the
first chapter of his Gospel which Kevin preached on recently remind us that creation is
the sole providence of our Father, God. Throughout the New Testament, whether Jesus’
words to Nicodemus about being “born anew,” his teaching on new wine and old
wineskins or multiple passages in the various letters of Paul and others; we are taught
that becoming a child of God and maturing into a son or daughter of God are works of
the Holy Spirit of which we may be made aware but are often not conscious of.

In his letters to the church at Corinth, Paul reminds them that “if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become
new. And all things are of God....” This follows Paul’s statements to them regarding
how, even though at first they may have known Christ in the flesh, they no longer knew
him in this way. Therefore, their new life in Christ was also something totally outside of
their experience as human beings. In the following letter to the church at Galatia, Paul
writes, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision,
but a new creature.” In other words, as he even says of himself in his letter to the
Philippians, we can put no confidence in anything we have done or not done in the flesh.
All that matters is our connection to God, our heavenly Father, in Christ.

So as we “ring in the new year”, whether actually or metaphorically, may we be
reminded that all we have and will become in 2026 is a result of our new creation in God
through Christ. Throughout this new year, meditate on this truth: God is the only creator
and, as such, the only one who can truly create new life in our souls, our church and this
world. Allow this truth to set you and others free to experience all God has to offer in
2026
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service.

Happy New Year! It is offrcrally 2026 and the start of a new
semester for our students On February 1st the youth WI|| be

thousands of other believers. If you would like to join us, the cost
YOUTH DIREGTOR is a $15 donation at the door. Mission trip planning is underway,
and | will have more information about what that will look like this year soon. It is a busy
time of year for all our students, and they would love to have more people to hang out
with on Sunday nights. If you would like to provide dinner on a Sunday night, please
sign up for a night on the youth bulletin board in the Sunday school wing. The
only commitment is to stay from 5:30 — 7:30 PM on your chosen week to hang out
and worship with our youth students. Thank you for all the support for our ministry.
Have a blessed year!

Anthony McKnight

Sunday Dinner Schedule
January 11" — Street & Ellard
January 18" — Doyle & Muckleroy
January 25" — Keene & Pryor

This ‘n That

Please remember, as you enter the sanctuary, there is a |-
clipboard for you to write down any new prayer requests or
praises that you have. Those prayer requests will be given to &
Pastor Kevin to read as we begin our prayer time in the worship «

THANK YOU, FUMCRO, for Your Glfts'

The FUMCRO staff would like to offer a big THANK YOU
for the love offering that was given to each of us by the
congregation. It is truly an honor to work alongside you as
we serve our Lord.

Thank you for this gift of appreciation and love!

Keviny Judy, Jo, Larry, Williaum,
Jenwnifer, Anthowy, and Victor




Secret Sister Program Begins This Month!

Secret Sisters, please remember to look on the table
just outside the Fellowship Hall to see if you have a gift
from your Secret Sister.

Remember, also, each month you may leave a
note/card or small gift for your Secret Sister in the basket
just outside the Fellowship Hall. If you want to send a card through the mail, you can
use the church’s return address (P. O. Box 25, Red Oak, 75154) to keep your address
a secret. Be creative and have fun surprising your NEW Secret Sister!

Invitation to Join Thursday Prayer Warriors! We Need YOU!
FUMCRO Prayer Warriors Would Like You to Join Us

FUMCRO prayer warriors meet every Thursday on Zoom @ 6:00 for
fellowship. Prayer time is from 6:15-6:30. We pray for everyone on the
church prayer list and anyone else who asks for prayers for themselves
or others. We have a core group who joins every week, but you don't
have to be part of that group to join us. Join when you'd like or when you need. We are
here for you.

The new year is not the only time to join the prayer group, but it is definitely a good
time. What better way to greet the Lord each day than to pray? Hope to see you this
Thursday! See the Prayer Warrior Invitation on page 18.

K- 12Tutor|nq at FUMCRO on Tuesdays & Thursdays

You can contact Jennifer McKnight, at 214-354-8373 for more
information. It takes a village to raise children. Please consider
being part of that village.



A Note about Altar Flowers — 2026 Flower Calendar

The 2026 flower calendar is posted in the foyer. Flower g
arrangements are $40 and may be taken home following the 11:00 #&
AM worship service or may be picked up the following week from the
church office. Please make your check to FUMC with the notation
“flowers” in the memo line. Please fill in the information on the flower
calendar on your selected date(s) or you can call the church office to let Jo know the
date(s) you would like and what occasion or in whose honor/memory the flowers are for.
There are many open dates still left on the calendar for this year!

Altar Flowers

JANUARY
Given by: Occasion:
4th Jo & Byrum Wilsford Thanksgiving to God for family and friends and
prayers for a new year filled with God’s blessings!
11th Pam & Ron Briden In celebration of their 56" anniversary!
18th Jane & David Aberg In celebration of Jessica & Charles Whitfill's 10th

anniversary!

25t OPEN

Altar flowers are $40; please mark your check “flowers.” Thank you.

“THANK YOU’S” GALORE!

FUMCRO, you are truly amazing! A need presents itself...and you
give...generously! Volunteers are needed....and you are there....again
' and again. But isn’t that what “being the church” is all about? YOU are
certainly THE CHURCH!

Thank you for:

v Giving toys or monetary donations to Toys for Tots

v To the Worship Team for decorating the sanctuary for the Advent & Christmas
seasons; special thanks to the McKnights for handling the “high” and “heavy”!

v Participating in preparing & attending Wednesday night meals, volunteering at Red
Oak Rehab, mentoring at the high school, tutoring at the church, and showing
appreciation to Schupmann teachers...and SO much more!

v For giving generously to special offerings and causes, UMCOR, Meals on Wheels,
ROISD school supply event, to mention only a few!



SUNDAY scHooL
Children’s and Youth Sunday School Classes
Children’s Sunday School classes of all ages are available on Sunday mornings. A
Youth Class for Grades 6 — 12 is taught by Anthony McKnight. Classes begin at 9:45 AM
and end at 10:30 AM. It is so important that the children and youth listen to Bible stories
and are taught that they, too, can be disciples of Jesus. Bring your children and
youth...we are ready to welcome them!

THE ENRICHMENT CLASS

The Enrichment Class began a new study on January 4. In Bible
Stories for Grown-Ups: Reading Scripture with New Eyes, Pastor Josh
Scott looks at familiar Bible stories and reveals new details and
interpretations for an adult audience. This six-week Bible study will
consider stories many read as children including Noah's Ark, the
binding of Isaac, Jonah and the big fish, Jesus and Zacchaeus, Jesus
healing a blind man, and the parable of the talents. Scott re-imagines these stories and
opens new visions for readers to understand well known pieces of Scripture in our
current cultural environment.

Enrichment Class

We gather in the Fellowship Hall for coffee, donuts and chit chat at 9:30 AM. Class
begins at 9:45 and includes Bible study, a video and discussion. There is room at our
table for you!

Sunshine Class — Meeting on Saturday Mornings

The Sunshine Class, led by Dani Muckleroy, meets on
Saturday morning at 9:00 AM in the church’s Fellowship Hall.
This winter the class will be considering two major questions:
Who is Jesus? Who are we? The Bible lessons follow the theme,
“Light, Life, Salvation.” The lessons will build up our faith and
deepen our relationship with God as our Creator, Redeemer, and
Sustainer. The January lessons will consider the question often
asked by the earliest Christians, “Who are we?” The Scripture
focus is 1 Thessalonians.

YOU are invited to come and join this lively group in

fellowship and Bible study.

10



News from United Women in Faith (UWF) 1 United
=, = | Women
UWF Friendship Circle IV | inFaith
The UWF Friendship Circle’s next meeting is on Thursday, (XX
January 15" at 7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. We will continue our
study of “Bad Girls of the Bible”. Interested? Need more information?
Call Jo Wilsford at 214-793-5497.

UWF Circle of Hope & Healing (Prayer Shawl) =

Women's+Circles
*

The UWF Prayer Shawl Circle will meet on January 17" at 10:00 AM g
in the Fellowship Hall. Keep knitting and crocheting those beautiful i
shawls!

g UWF Circle of Love
The Circle of Love will meet a week later than usual; the meeting will
be on Tuesday, February 3, at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Join us
4 for fellowship, light refreshments and a mission study program! Need
¥ more information? Call Jennifer McKnight at 214-354-8373

In future newsletters, look for details about upcoming UWF-sponsored spring events:
Hearts & Flowers Tea and Mother & Daughter Luncheon

Prayer Shawl Ministry Sb {
Do you know anyone—hurting, healing, grieving or yanw
celebrating—to whom you would like to give a prayer
shawl? Just let Beth Norris or Jo Wilsford know; we have
several from which to choose.

MISSION ¢ OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

ot Elis Co,, Oatmeal and Spaghetti....AND Some Other Needs

» FUMCRO has volunteered to donate oatmeal and spaghetti on
an ongoing basis to North Ellis County Outreach (NECO). The next
time you are at the grocery store or ordering groceries online, please
Outreach remember to pick up/order extra spaghetti and oatmeal for
FUMCRO'’s donation to NECO. Our support of these donations will

enable the Outreach center to continue work and help in our community.
NECO is also currently in need of kid friendly foods and the following items: soups (heathy
choice, low sodium & tomato), toilet paper, pasta sauce, no salt added carrots, no salt added

mixed vegetables, pinto beans, boxed cereal, boxed oatmeal variety pack, shampoo, and ladies’
deodorant. The current need for January is canned pasta sauce.

Thank you for your generosity.

i EQ
Nl
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(Mission & Outreach Opportunities, continued)
An Ongoing Mission: Providing Kid-Friendly Take-Home Meals

Several of our FUMCRO members are mentors at Red Oak High
School. Since ROISD recognizes the need for weekend food for food
insecure homes, First United Methodist Church of Red Oak has been
asked to participate in stocking a food pantry for the 70+ students
in Mentors Care. Our church will focus on weekend backpacks of kid-
friendly food and snacks for students during the mentoring time. Can
you help? Please consider adding one or more of the items below to
your grocery list each week. A list of the items is on the table in the
foyer as well as a basket for donations.

Mentors Care

And, as always, you may make a monetary donation by writing a check made out to
FUMC or giving cash in an offering envelope and labeling either one “Mentors Care”
then we’ll do the shopping! Let’s make sure these kids do not go hungry!

The kids, the Mentors Care coordinator and Mentors truly appreciate you!
Thank you for your support.

Interested in becoming a mentor? Talk to Dani Muckleroy...she is Mentors Care
best ambassador, loves mentoring and will be glad to share the mentoring benefits for
kids (and mentors!).

Suggestions for quick take-home meals for kids:

~ Cereal bars ~ Single packages of cereal
~ Boxes of raisins, yogurt-covered cravings  ~ Easy-open soups

~ Animal crackers ~ Easy-open cans of ravioli,
~ Nutella & Go with breadsticks packs spaghettios, etc.

~ Gardettos Snack Mix bags ~ Peanut butter, Nutella, jelly

~ Mac-‘n-Cheese (microwavable)
~ Ramen noodle cups
~ Single serve oatmeal

From the Outreach, Hospitality, Mission Team (OHM)
OHM continues to support the Red Oak High School Mentor's Care Food Pantry, Red

Oak Rehab, Schupmann Elementary, Meals on Wheels, North Ellis County Outreach
seniors, UMCOR and so much more!

We could not do this without your support.
We are grateful for our FUMCRO church family!
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A Mission and Community Outreach Opportunity at
Red Oak Rehabilitation Center

FUMCRO’s mission and outreach project continues to involve

Outreach assisting the Red Oak Rehabilitation and Nursing Home in various

r ways. On Tuesday, January 20, volunteers are needed to assist

clients in playing Bingo from 2:00 — 4:00 PM. Small tokens and gifts are also

needed as Bingo prizes. There is a list in the foyer. Can you spare a little time to help?
For more details, please call/text Dani Muckleroy at 972-839-8946 (cell - text is best)

United Methodist Church/FUMCRO Information
- Pouring of the Water at FUMCRO each Sunday
- Special Sunday Offerings
- Communion Offerings
- Apportionments/Connectional Mission Giving

WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT.... ???

Why We Pour Water into the Baptismal Font at the Beginning of
Each Worship Service?

At the very beginning of each worship service, we pour water into
the baptismal font. This simple, quiet action is not a performance or a
prelude—it is a threshold moment. It marks the crossing from the noise
and pace of the world into the gathered life of God’s people. Before a
word is spoken or a hymn is sung, water speaks.

Water always speaks first in the story of faith. In the beginning, the Spirit hovered
over the waters of creation. God brought life out of formlessness and named it good. In
baptism, those same waters are used again—not to wash dirt from our hands, but to
remind us who we are and whose we are. As the water is poured, we remember that
each of us has already been named Beloved by God, claimed by grace before we ever
earned or proved anything.

This practice invites us to remember that baptism is not something that happened
only once in our past. Baptism is a living reality. Each time the water is poured, it calls
us back to our truest identity: we belong to God, we belong to one another, and we are
sent into the world in love. Whether we were baptized as infants or adults, whether we
remember the moment clearly or not, the water reminds us that God’s promise still holds.
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(Pouring of the Water, continued)

The sound of water entering the font is intentional. It is meant to be heard. It interrupts
our distracted thoughts and grounds us in the present moment. It asks us to pause and
to remember that worship is not an escape from the world, but preparation for faithful
living within it. The water does not only remind us of grace—it reminds us of calling.

To be baptized is to be equipped for mission. We are washed into a story larger than
ourselves, empowered by the Spirit to love boldly, serve generously, and live
courageously. The pouring of the water at the font marks the beginning of worship
because it also marks the beginning of our work: to live as people shaped by mercy,
justice, and hope.

Each week, as the water is poured, we are invited to step across the threshold
again—to remember that we are Beloved, and to be sent once more into the world God
so loves.

United Methodist SPECIAL SUNDAY OFFERINGS

Throughout the year, the United Methodist Church highlights
mission areas to which funds may be given for special ministries and
missions. There are six of these Sunday dates during the year. On
those dates, a Special Offering Envelope will be placed in your
worship guide so that you may make an additional offering for that
highlighted Methodist ministry.

The focus of the first ministry is Human Relations; the offering envelope will be
in the worship guide on Sunday, January 18". The Human Relations offering
strengthens community outreach and empowers at-risk youth; it makes a difference for
God’s children everywhere. Please make your check out to FUMC with “Human
Relations” in the memo line; and the funds will be forwarded to the Conference Office
for that special purpose.

Additional highlighted ministries include the following: March 22 — UMCOR offering;
April 19 — Native American Ministries; May 31 — Peace with Justice; October 4 — World
Communion; and November 29 — United Methodist Student Day.

OFFERINGS

14



Communion Offering — How is that offering used?

On the first Sunday of each month, offering plates are provided
for a Communion Offering. So, where does that Communion Offering %
go? At the end of the year, all the funds which have been given for
Communion Offerings are divided equally among several special
United Methodist areas of giving: Christian Education, Golden Cross NSSION
(support for health & welfare ministries), Lydia Patterson Institute m
(college-preparatory school in El Paso), Waco Children’s Home, Providence Place
(Christian adoption services), UMCOR, Missionary Natalia Manyeza, and Wesleyan
Homes (senior living facility). In 2025 FUMCRO was able to give $85.00 to each of these
special areas of mission. Thank you for your generosity!

Connectional Mission Giving (Apportionments) — What is That, Anyway?

Connectional mission giving is built upon our desire to meet the needs of God's family
in our neighborhoods and around the world and our need to give in order to be spiritually
healthy, complete children of God.

Today, we United Methodists join across our connected mission fields to help all of
God's children...whenever and wherever we can. Just as Jesus multiplied the loaves
and fishes when the crowd grew hungry, through our mission fields, we are the heart,
spirit and hands of God's outreaching love.

This is how it works from a practical standpoint. The General
Conference establishes budgets for the denomination’s general funds.
These are divided among annual conferences, based on a specific
formula. Each annual conference, using its own approved formula,
divides these fund requests, along with conference administrative costs
and benevolence fund requests, among local churches. In addition, individuals, local
churches, districts and annual conferences may make monetary gifts to the designated
funds, of which 100 percent goes directly to a specific project or ministry. Together,
apportioned and designated funds represent our connectional mission giving (CMG).

By combining several smaller gifts into a larger amount, we can effect change across
the world. Individual churches can minister to a small area; however, as a connectional
church, we can do big things, all in the name of Jesus Christ.

The new Horizon Texas Conference has “apportioned” its funds for 2026; our
church’s portion of the Connectional Mission Giving for 2026 is $17,811.00. As each
Sunday’s offering at FUMCRO allows, the Finance Committee has recommended that
10% be set aside to pay our connectional giving amount regularly throughout the year
so that the church does not accrue a large amount to be paid toward the end of the year.
Hopefully, the faithful giving of our tithes and offerings will allow FUMCRO to pay 100%
of its assigned share of the connectional mission giving this year.

15
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We thank God for you and your worship through your tithes and offerings. If you
are unable to attend church, you may give your tithes and offerings in several ways: (1)
via mail to the church’s mailing address P.O. Box 25, Red Oak, TX 75154, by check or
money order payable to First UMC Red Oak or (2) by giving online at any time through
our church website, http://www.fumcro.org/main/home.

December 7" Giving/Offering $4130.00*
December 14" Giving/Offering $4075.00*
December 21t Giving/Offering $6164.00
December 28" Giving/Offering $5616.00

Christmas Eve Offering of $711 was given to pay a portion of the remaining Connectional Mission
Giving (Apportionments) amount due.

*To meet our 2025 budget and Connectional Mission Giving for 2025, the offering each week needs
to total at least $5,500.

2025 Connectional Mission Giving (CMG)
Apportionments/Connectional Mission Giving (CMG)
Total Due: $23,719 (by December 31, 2025)
Total Paid: $3,800 leaving a total of $19,919 unpaid.
Unfortunately, FUMCRO was only able to meet 16% of its CMG pledge during 2025
because of the extreme rise in the cost of building insurance. Hopefully, in 2026,
FUMCRO will be able to move toward paying 100% of its Connectional Mission Giving.

2026 Connectional Mission Giving (CMG)
Apportionments/Connectional Mission Giving (CMG)

Total Due: $17,811 (by December 31, 2026)

As in the past, plans for 2026 are to send a portion of FUMCRO’s Connectional
Mission Giving for 2026 to the Conference office at the end of each quarter as the budget
allows (hopefully, 10% of Sunday’s offerings) or as members give to our church’s
important pledge to our Conference.

idligs As always, if you would like to make a second-mile giving gift that will
4.‘*3!3 help pay our church’s Connectional Mission Giving, just mark your check
7 ';’ . CMG in the memo line.

THANK YOU to those of you who have continued to give your offering/pledge whether
by online, mail or in person! Because of YOU, the ministries and operations of the church
have been able to continue!

And THANK YOU for giving beyond your pledge to the second mile giving of special

offerings and mission projects. What a wonderful, giving congregation FUMCRO is!
16



http://www.fumcro.org/main/home

Prayers of the Church o

FUMCRO Members in Need of Prayer G
ALL FUMCRO members as all try to stay healthy and safe

Joe Cadenhead
Melody Durazo
Family of Delores Moore
Susan McCord
Pat McAlister
Jan Parker
Eddie Mae Newman

Eva Rudd
Ron Briden
Helen Malone
John Barry
Lori Stricker
David Taub

The United Methodist Church & Horizon Texas Conference
Red Oak First United Methodist Church
All those affected by gun violence and victims of natural disasters

Prayers of the Church
Friends and Family of FUMCRO Members in Need of Prayer

“Ski” Pelowski (Judy Pelowski's husband)

Elizabeth Tull (Dollar)
Terri Sample (McKnight)
Monty Raskin
Amy Burguss (Muckleroy)

Gabriel Munoz (Judy Cadenhead’s grandson)

Susan Nix (Nix’s sister-in-law)
James Peck & family (McCord)
Jesse & Sharla Chavez (Malone)
Andrea & Jason Briden (Briden’s son &
daughter-in-law)

Pamela Young (Gunderson)
Charlotte Masters (Muckleroy)
Karen Herriott (Monnette)

Ron Miller & Family (Pelowski)

Carl & Betty Ashford (Gary Ashford’s parents)

Betty Briden (Ron Briden’s sister)
Jan Lenig (Sherry Martin’s sister)
Dale Koeff (Lyons)

Lacy Lyons (Lyons)
Raymond Raasch (Lyons)
Lee Gravely (Grandstaff)
Scotty Lyons (Lyons)
Martha Lamb (Briden)

Brandon Johnson (Stricker)

Family of Buford Sharp (Suzanne Barry’s uncle)
Amy Bramblett (Judy Pelowski’s niece)

Kathy Rodrique
Lawan Zarembe
Nancy Hendrix
Paul Garrison (Muckleroy)
John Bott (Nix)
John Ferebee
Tony Hunt (McKnight)
Heather Freeman (McKnight)
Tim O’Connor (Malone)
Maisie Gothard (McKnight)
Nina Modi (McCord)
James Cecil (Jane Aberg’s father)
Lindsey Gunderson (Gunderson)
Michael Reynolds (Muckleroy)
Dan Stewart (Muckleroy)
Lana Ellis (Doyle)
Joe Fletcher (Doyle)

Karen Lemoine (Mike Martin’s sister)
Mary Hays (Suzanne Barry’s mother)
Linda Smith (Ron Briden’s sister)
Debbie Doyle (Doyle’s daughter)

UM Missionary, Rev. Natallia Manyeza, Sierra Leone

NOTE: If we can give praises that prayers have been answered and someone you placed on the
prayer list can be removed, please let the church office know.

Remember that new prayer requests can be added at any time on Sunday morning by writing them
on the prayer request list before the service or by calling/emailing the church office.
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Prayer Group ZOOM Meeting Invitation — Thursdays, 6:15 PM

The Prayer Group meets each Thursday evening. Judy will open the meeting at 6:00 PM and will
begin the readings at 6:15 PM. Remember to come prepared to lift the names and situations you want
to pray for during the service. The Prayer Group reading will be sent by email prior to the meeting.
Judy Pelowski is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Prayer
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us05web.zoom.us/|/843615241867pwd=RIBKNE1OMHcwV2dQMkdsOGdJdndhQT09
Meeting ID: 843 6152 4186
Passcode: 6WiMbB

Have av great week! Sty safe!
See yow invpersow or online on Sunday!

Contact Information

First United Methodist Church

Rev. Kevin Wilson,

Senior Pastor Red Oak
kevtherevumc@gmail.com 600 Daubitz Dr.
Larry McCord, Minister of Music P.0. Box 25 (Mailing Address)
fumcromusic@gmail.com Red Oak, TX 75154

Victor Toruno, Music Assistant

Anthony McKnight, Youth Director
fumcroyouth1@gmail.com

Jo Wilsford, Office Administrator
firstumcredoak@gmail.com

Judy Cadenhead, Building Manager
umcredoakjudy@gmail.com

Phone
972-617-9100

Web
www.fumcro.org
facebook.com/fumcro
facebook.com/fumcroyouth

WHERE EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
Sundays
9:30 am Enrichment Class
9:45 am Children’s & Youth Classes
11:00 am In-Person Blended Worship
11:00 am Worship Service live streamed
5:30 pm Youth Fellowship (In-person)

Wednesdays (Jan — May; Sept — Dec)
5:30 pm Fellowship Dinner

6:15 pm Pastor’s Bible Study
7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal
Thursdays, 6:15 PM

Prayer Group on Zoom
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PICTURES!

Carols Around the Campfire! December 20™
What a great time for being together and singing the
carols of the season!
(Pastor Kevin did a GREAT solo job with "5 Golden Rings”ll)

...and hot chocolate with all the fixings (even though it was 70 degrees)!
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Christmas €ve Candlglight Communion Service

Beautiful music throughout the servieg: Judy Pelowski on flutg with learry
McCord acecompanying; Wyatt Whitfill plaging “O Christmas Tree”; the
Handbell Choir accompanying congregational carols; and the Chanegl Choir
with a special musical offering...theg night was filled with wonderful musicl

T e 2

....and it just would not be
Christmas €vg without the childregn
listening to the Christmas story...
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The music of “Silgnt Night” filled the air as the candlgs werg lit ong by ong,
gugsts & megmbers alike all sharing in the light of the world, Jgsus Christ!

What an amazing Spirit filled Red Oak First United Methodist Chureh
on Christmas €vg 2025!
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